“Support for Catholic high school
gains momentum in Hilltown area

Joa Ferry

Umil three weeks ago, Susanne
and Tim Petrosky of Hilltown didn't
zive moch thought to their three kids'
high schoo! education. With the old-
est just ready to start third grade, it
will be another five or six vears
before they have to make that deci-
S107. :

But when rumors surfaced recently
that the Archdiceese of Philadelphia
is considering building a new state-
of-ihe art high ¢chool lese than A mile
from their home on Endslow
Lane, the Petrosky's found
themselves orpanixing a grass
roots effort to make ithappen.

With Sussme, 2 stay-at-home

moim, writing the copy and Tim,
a self-employed technolopy
professional, doing the design
work, the couple have Jaunched
a web siie (wwwbuill-
dourschoolhighschool.com) to
gather support for the project.

The next step is getting lawn
signs made.

*It has taken on a lifc of its
own," said Susanne Petrosky.

The key, she said, will be let-
ting archdiocesan officials
know there is strong sentiment

Catholic. Simated in a residential
portion cf the borough, the school
has about reachicd its capacity with
806 snudents duning the past academ-
iC Yyear

Last wendk, the archdiocese sent a
survey to families who live within a
10-mile radiug of the site of the pro-
posed school and have children
betwren the thitd end sixth grades at
Catholic elementary schools or
‘enrolled in religicus-education pro-
grams in their parishes

The survey a'ms to find oot

S

whether parents would send their
children to new schaols and whether
they would be willing to pay a pre-
mium for statc-of-the-art facilies.
For the upcoming academic wears,
high school twition is $3.380 for
Catholies and 335320 Ffor non-
Catholics.

Susarme Petrosky smid the answer
is g resounding ves. In fact, she said,
gomwe non-Catholic friends and
neighbors have said they would send
their children 1o a new Catholic high
schoal. S

Petrosky, whose three chil-
dren attend St. Agnes/Sacred
Heart School, said 1t 15 impor-
tant o balance the desire for a
faith-based education with the
reality of preparing voum:sters
o enter the college or the work-
force with the practical skills
they need 1o prosper. Without a
new high school, Petrosky said
she's not certain her kids would
go to the existing Lansdale
Catholie, which lacks somc
amenities of modem high
schools,

"As much as | want them to
go to Catholic schools [ have an
obligation as a parent to provide
them with the best education
before they po to collepe,” she

amaong families in the area for
building the new high school,
which would replace Lansdale

Continued frem pagse 1

The proposed site for the new
school is & 63-ncre property
bounded by Route 152, West
Creamery Road and Rickert
Read, which the archdiocese
bought in 2001. Preliminary
plans call for a stale-of-the art
school that would house {,200
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students and Include wireless
classrooms, science and fech-
nology labs, enditoriums with
full theaters, multipurpose ath-
letic fields with tracks, end
ample parking.

he questiounaire is the first
siep toward 8 more in-depth
study thet would examine the

Susanne Petrosky of Hilltown with her son Kieron, 5, and daugh-

ter Taia, 7.
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feagibility of new buildings,
according - to the archdiocese,
and include a "thorough analy-
sis of regionel population trends
and sarollment projections,”
according to a news release
from the archdiocese.

“We don't know, first of all,

do our people want this," said
Bishop Joseph MtFadden, who
oversees relipious educetion in
the archdiocese. *We need solid
stntistics.”
" Funding could be an lssue.
The archdiocese has not opened
@ new high school sinoe spend-
ing $36 million to boild Bishop
Shanghan in Dewningtown in
1998,

"Having the sites is one thing,
but having the money to build is
another,” McFadden sald.
"Right now the diocese does not
have the money for (hat,"

Response to the website has
been swift, said Susapne
Petrcsky. Within several hours

- of sending 500 emails, the web

site already had dozens of hits,
she said,

The archdiocese expects to
compiele a review of the survey
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findinga by early fall and make
a recommendation to Cardinal
Justin Rigali early next year.
Bishop McFadden stressing that
the study is being done to relo-
cate schools, not close them,
said a decision to move ghead
wlll oceor onty if survey results
reflect positive interest and sup-
pert for the sehools,

"We heve established the
groundwork of our study by
analyzing the enrcllment pro-
jections for our proposed
schools and the growth of the
cormmunities that wil] surround
them," said Bishop McFadden.
"However, the single most
important element to the contin-
uation of this feasibility study s
the willingness of area parents
to support this exciting initia-
five. Without their uslasm
and imerest, we will not move
forward,"

Meznwhile, Potrosky s
slightly overwhelmed by her
role as a community activist,

"I'm just a stay at home mom,

.dnin% lunch duty and going to
m

CGymboree," she said. "But this
is sn importanl causge.”



